[Age related changes in the liver. Consequences for drug therapy].
The most significant morphological peculiarity of the liver in old age is "brown atrophy", with a reduction in weight and volume of the organ. The physiological metabolic functions of the liver are extremely well preserved right up into very old age. There is, however, some impairment of function with respect to the elimination of exogenous substances and drugs. The major cause of this is a decrease in hepatic perfusion, the volume of the liver, and the number of functioning hepatocytes. Thus, since the elimination capacity of both the kidneys and the liver can be reduced in old age, drugs should initially be administered at lower doses in geriatric patients.